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J Remember ft about the 8 End af the laſt 


Century, in my Childhood) to bave beard. 
my Father ſeveral Times repeat, the moſt mate- 


rial Parts of the enſuing little Hiſtory, which 


he uſed to ſay, that my Grandfather had told 
bim, be wasa Witneſs to the Truth of, fromthe 


Intimacy be had with all the Acturs in it, ſave 


- Arene, 1 be had never ſeen; and if Tam not 


miſtaken, my Grandfather had informed him 
of the Family, and the Names. of all the. Par- 
ties ; though be never uſed to relate it under 


other Characters, than the Mother, the Son, 
and the Daughter, \He ſaid, be bad beard wy 


Grandfather tall F printing the Arcount, as. 
a Caution, againſt other \ Perſons falling into 
the. like Dilemma; though. I don't remember, 


ever to bave Beard bim mention the Manuſcript 
of "A 


Now that might have poſſibly lain fil. 


| Doomſday unobſerved, had my ſelf and ny 


Deſcendants behaved with the ſame Equality of 
Temper as my Father and Grandfather did ; for 
| na | their 


——ů— 1 


(6 


their Patrimony of three ee S 4 


Tear, was tranſi ted from one to the other; 
any From my Father tome, without either Ad- 
Ation vr Diminution ; till my active Genius, in 
Purſuit of an Augmentation, having involved 
me in eme Difpeultres, which ovliged neſ to 


raiſa Su of Maney upon it; on Hſpectioni of 


my little Deeds for that Purpoſe, I there fell 


upon this Manuſcript of 4 CHART, wriky 
tem l his own" Hand. FOIA 


Ahad à perfect Mn the Story before, as 


tothe moſt general 'Terins of it, 6 was much 


more agreeably affetted, | by my G rardfather 7 
Manner of. relating it, in tbe Manuſcri pt where 
in be has minutelyexbibi fed not only the Words, 
and Actions, but the. voy" Souls W _ intereſted 
Parties. e tant. AT A 

I wixhe bet made bene Abet in tbe TY. FO 


Faluy Part of the Narration;" and buve begun 
ches. as\ from" my elf; but" having adviſes 


withfome Frients on that Head, have en pw 
ſuadedsto fend if forth "in bis vam Words, as he, 
Þ prefyme,". inteniled uo have Publiſhed i, IM 
tbe Mar 108 5, Date whit Rene on the 
| Bart gg. . . 0 \ eve WB 3% n ann 9 
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\HE following. little Hiſtory, FF the 
FTranſactions of a private Family, 
1 ſhould not have undertaken to 
te to the Publie, but from the 
Koh neſs of the Fact, and my Intimacy 
in the . by whom the moſt minute 
Paffages were, in Confidence, entruſted to my 
| Seerecy, from the very beginning, to the en- 
mung Cataſtrophe, of Which, I was but tog 
hte a Spectator ; as alſo; from a peculiar In- 
elination I, have, that Mankind beholding the 


dreadful Conſequences of dre a 1 
un the ſtronger e 


- 
ion to it in chenfalves : For the enſuing 


Narration will, to a Demonſtration, . prove, 
that no one can poſſibly limit the Proceſs of an 


ul Act once commenced; and that the only 


— A to avoid bad Conſequences is, to afford 


vo Cauſe for them; for one Enormity, though 


ever ſo privately committed, fails not, for the 
moſt part, to draw after it ſuch a Succeſſion 
of Evils, as is very difficult to ſet Bounds to. 


There -are many Reaſons moving me, for 


publiſhing this Account under fictitious Names; 


but no one weighs more with me, than that 


ſeveral of the Deſcendants of the Parties of 
: whom 1 am about to treat, are now ſettled 


near to the Scene of Action, where the enſu- 
ing Tragedy was exhibited; who, from all that 


I could ever yet learn, are intirely ignorant of 
the impure Mixture they proceed from; nor 
could 1 forgive my ſelf, ſhould my Writings 
cauſe the Raſt Diſquiet in the Breaſts of thoſe 
Innocents, who have no ways merited that An- 
guiſh, which an Expoſure of their Progeni- 
: tors Failings muſt occaſion them. 
Eugenio was the younger Son of an illuſtri- 
ous Family in the northern Parts of Scotland; 
his own hereditary Patrimony was but ſmall, 
but his Parents had furniſhed him with fo po- 


bim ſuch ſuperiour Endowments, and Peculi- 
arity 


— — 5 * 


ite an Education, and Nature had diſpenſed to 


K r 3 


. 9 
arity of Addreſs; as intitled him to the Appel- 
Fro of one of the compleateſt Gentlemen of 
the Age: He was initiated very early into the 
Army, where, at the Age of twenty-eight 
Yeats, he ranked as a Captain; and then it 
Was, that upon a Viſit to his elder Brother, 
in his own Country, he became deeply ſmitten 
with a very young Heireſs, of ſuperior For- 
tune and Eſtate to moſt in that Country; nor 
were his Addreſſes to her fruitleſs; for ſhe muſt 
have been more than Woman, to have with- 
oer a Man of his Qualifications. 85 
He married her before his Return to his Re- 
giment; and brought her up to Town with 
him, where they were the moſt remarkably 
| happy Couple, eſteemed by every body, that 
4. head ever entered into the Marriage State; but 
no Mortals have the Command of heir! own 
| Felicity! He had but juſt Time to behold his 
Image ina Son ſhe brought him, before he fell at 
the Siege of the Fort of St. Martins in the Jie 
| of Ree, leaving his Lady in ber twentieth Year. 
E Our young Widow Eleanora, (as I ſhall af- 
N ter call her) was long inconſolable for the 
N Loſs of ſo indulgent an Huſband; but now her 
ſole remaining Comfort in 1 was centered 
in the Perſon of her dear and only Son Oreſtes; 
(for by that Name we muſt henceforth diſtin- 
ui him) nor, though frequent advantageous 
| CARE EE. ; B - BY Pro- | 
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Propoſals were made her, for matching into 


ſome of the nobleſt Houſes in the North, was 


ſhe ever to be prevailed with to relinquiſh her 


State of Widowhood ; her Fondneſs for her 


loſt Eugenio, and the Memory of his Love, 
overweighing erery other Gratification what- 
ever. 


She omitted no Care or Amen in Orefter & 
Education, till at the Age of ſixteen, he having 


proceeded through the Forms of ſcholaſtick 


Exercife under a private Tutor, the ſent him 


for Academick Learning to the Univerſity of 
Glaſgow, (for the had retired again to her own 
Patrimony, immediately upon the Death of 
Eugenio) where ſhe purpoſed he ſhould remain, 


till he had perfected his Studies. 

Towards the latter end of his firſt Year at 
the Univerſity, ſhe ſent for him home, at a 
Time of Vacation, when it was uſual for the 


Pupils to relax with their Friends for a few 
Weeks; and they never having had ſo long a 


Separation before, the Interview between them 
was very affecting. His Mother, in his Ab- 
fence, had received into her F amily a Gentle 
man's Daughter as her Companion: She was 
one of the moſt amiable young Creatures in 
Being, of about nineteen Years of Age, and 
of a moſt excellent Temper and- — 
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Oreſtes had not been many Days with his 
Mocher, before the Temptation of this love- 
ly Maiden had ſo bewitched him, that he be- 
came outragious for the Poſſeſſion of Arene, 
(for that was the young Lady's Name). He 


wanted not a Means for diſcovering his Paſſion 
to her, in all the ſofteſt Strains that Elocution 


could employ, to captivate the Heart of a 


tender Virgin like herſelf; nor durſt ſhe treat 
his Addreſſes with that Scorn they deſerved, 
for Fear of diſobliging her Lady; which he 


oonſtruing i into an half Conſent to his Inclina- 
tions, grew but the more prefling and ſolici- 


He had daily made uſe of o * ſoft Ar- 


guments, without the leaſt Effect, that im- 


patient of longer Delay, as the Time for his 
Departure was very near at hand, he was de- 
termined to make the moſt. of it, by obtaining 


that by Stratagem, which his Intreaties would 


not procure; and this he had; by ſeveral Me- 


thods, attempted; nor had ſhe. been leſs vigi- 
lant in counteracting each Particular, till the 
ſecond Night before. His. Return, when the 


po furpriſed ; for, as ſhe that Night lay 


muſing in Bed, the Room being very dark, 
Aſhe was ſtartled by a gentle 


| e as if nn. was hammering : at her 


at her 


B 3 "han © 


| ( 6) 
Lock, to open it: She was certain that ſhe had 
locked it over-night, and had taken the Key 
into her Pocket; nor could ſhe conceive what 


young Maſter, who was making the Experi- 
ment of ſome other Key to gain Admit- 
tance by: What could the do! alone in the 
Dark! unable fingly to reſiſt his Force! She 
Was almoſt at her Wits End: However, as ſhe 
had no Time to loſe, if ſhe meant to avoid 
him, ſhe ſtole ſoftly from her Bed, and creeped 
under it, till ſhe ſhould be aſcertained of 18 
Iſſue of what ſhe had heard. 5 
She had not continued ln in | her Retr! 
before the Steps of ſomebody walking upon the 
Floor, without their Shoes, were very diſtinguiſh» 
able; and preſently ſhe heard her Curtains 
drawn back very gently, when, by the Swag 


would or not; but ſtill ſtifled it as much as 


| about, from Side to Lide of the Bed; and ſhe 
could plainly diſtinguiſh Oreſtes his Voice, 
mutteriiig ſome what very faſt, but what, ſhe 


Red," the could, by ber Eat,” trace him round 


A 


. dah 


this Noiſe ſhould | mean, unleſs it was her 


of her Bed, it was apparent, that ſome one 

was laid down on it. She trembled ſo now, and 
Was under ſuch Terror and Conſternation, that 
the feared ſhe muſt have cried out; whether ſhe 


poſſible. Soo! after, ſhe felt the Perſon roll 


could not diſtinguiſh; and then ſtepping out of 


E 5 
4 
\ 


TK 


the Room, feeling in the Chimney, and in 


each Corner and Place whereſoever he could 


but imagine ſhe might ſtand concealed; till 


having travelled the Chamber round to no 


Purpoſe, he ſoftly locked the Door, and re- 


tired. ooh 
His Abſence afforded her the Liberty of. 


coming forth, when ſhe immediately dreſt her- 


ſelf with all Diſpatch ; and having fat for ſome 


Time in her Chair, conſidering how, beſt ſhe 


might behave, to avoid a ſecond Attempt, in 
caſe he ſhould return; after perceiving all to 


be filent, ſhe then laid herſelf upon the Bed ; 


but cloſed not her Eye-lidstill Morning, though 
ſhe heard no more of him that Night. 


The next Day, as ſhe was at ber Needle- 


work, according to Cuſtom, in her Lady's 


Room, before Noon; Eleanora taking Notice 
of an unuſual Heavineſs. upon Arene's Brow, 


more than ſhe had ever perceived before; and 
having obſerved her to ſigh ſeveral Times; 3 
Arene, (aid ſhe, are you not well? ſome- 


what, I am ſatisfied, more than ordinary di- 
ſturbs you, you are not accuſtomed to this 


Gravity: let me know, Child, ſaid ſhe, has any 


one behaved amiſs to you? tell me the Truth. 
Arene could now held no longer, when 


{the Tears guſhing forth) ſo ſoon as ſhe could 


l ber Speech, ſhe begged Elanora ta 


he. 2 B 4 | ” pardon 


7 
pardon what ſhe was now conſtrained to rer 
late to her, for that truly ſhe had revealed it 
ſooner, but for the Dread ſhe had, leſt it 
ſhould not only create her Anger to Oreſtes, 
but occaſion her to turn herſelf out of the . 
mily. 
She then informed ber, that the was ſo un⸗ 
Happy, as to prove too engaging in the Eyes of 
Oreſtes; that he had ſollicited her to his Embraces, 
almoſt ever ſince his Return from Glaſgow ; 


but not being able to preyail with her, he had 


alſo condeſcended to every unfair Practice that 


might further his Deſigns of debauching her; 
and that indeed ſhe was eyen afraid to go to Bed 
of a Night, leſt ſome unhappy Conſequence 
ſhould proceed from it; and then diſcloſed 
2 that had Happened but the preceding Even- 
at as the enſuing was the laſt 


ng: adding, t 
Night he had to ſtay, ſhe had reſolved with 


herſelf to fit up; for ſhe was well ſatisfied, 


that he would not then fail of exerting fs ut- 
moſt Efforts to obtain her. 9 
Eleanorà (at with great Attentian, till 4+ 


had concluded her Narration; ſhe then com- 
mended her Modeſty, and the Prudence of 
ber Conduct to the Skies, and was juſt about 
venting her Paſſiom in Idvectiyes againſt Oreftes ; 
but lernt g ſhort ; Arene, ſays ſhe, as Oreftes 


but young, yet, perhaps « a Stratager, which 


10 


14 


— 
r = 2 


him the Opportunit 


ſelf will this Night take up with your Bed, 
whilſt you lie ſecure in mine; I'll ring ſuch a 


dest (th 
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is juſt come into my Head, may more effectu- 
ally reclaim him, than downright diſcovering 
what you have difcloſed to me; as poſſibly this 


may but irritate him againſt you; and by de- 


nying it, he may think to juſtify his own In- 


nocence: Therefore, Arent, ſaid ſhe, give 
y of difedurſing you to-day, 
look briſk upon him, and ſhould he preſs you 
to conſent, ſeem to comply with him ; but re- 
frain from making him any Promi. I my. 


Peel in the amorous Spark's Ears, when I 
have him there, as ſhall deter him from any 
fimilar Anompt | in a Family, pl. rent 
vou. 

Arene promiſed to pu riue Eleanerd's 8 Arie, 
and accordingly did ſo; which inſpired our 
Lover with ſuch a Flow of Spirits, that fat 


from the ſneaking Attack which he made the 
Night before, he now ruſhed impetuouſly into 


her Bed, /ans ceremonies O my Arene !' faid 
he, dalping his Mother in his Arms, you will 
pow make me happy indeed. Eleunora (as 
ſhe afterwards: confefled) had now no further 
Power td exert her Paſſion againſt him, of to 
Temptation, which the Time and 

unity induced her to ſubmit to; but un- 


fer the” e of an ieſiſtible 3 


MX, ac- 


n 
acquieſced, O Horrovs |! to his . 
Enjoyment ; from which Moment, her Mouth 
was for ever ſtopped from reproaching him. 
Oreſtes aroſe before Day-light, and Eleanora 
ſoon after retired: to her Chamber, . where. ſhe 
informed Arene what. a due Senſe ſhe had im- 
preſt upon her Son, of the Foulneſs of the: 
Fact he had intended againſt her, and of what 
Proteſtations he had made of Amendment; But, 
continued ſhe, that he may offer you no Af. 
front for impeaching him to me, do you keep 
ſhut up in my Dreſſing-Room till he is gone; 
for I could as ſoon ſuffer him to inſult -f 4Þ 
as you, my Dear. 
Arene was ſo — ſenſible of her * 5 
* 's Favour, that ſhe returned her abundance 
of Thanks, and acted accordingly; nor could 
Oreſtes (upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry) gain the 
leaſt Intelligence of her; till his Time being 
come, and ſome of his fellow Collegians, who 
were to accompany him to Glaſgow, waiting 
for dim, he took his Leave of his Mother, 
and purſued his Journey to the Univerſity. ..; 
Some Months after Oreſtes had been enen 
at at Glaſgow, his Uncle invited him to his Seat 
and informing him that he intended a Journey 
to London, offered to takę Oreſtes with him, ſhew 
him that City, and introduce him into Com, 


any. about the Court. Oraet acknow wii 
"1" 


ads on the keck of pay, 


n 
the Obligation, made inſtant Preparation. to Ito 


company him, and ſtayed there yi his Uacle 
ypwards of fix Months. 


Eleanora, in the Abſence of her Son, per- 
ceiving Signs of her Pregnancy, was almoſt 


driven to the Height of Deſpair. She row be⸗ 


gan to reflect on the Act ſhe had committed, 
with ſingular Horrour and Deteſtation; locking 
upon her Honour, which ſhe had hitherto ſo 
ſcrupulouſly preſerved, and upon account of 
which ſhe had fo much prided herſelf, : to be 
no longer any other than an idle Name, "which 
muſt be loſt in Diſgrace and Infamy, fo ſoon 
as it ſhould be known that ſhe was with Child; 

and that, created ſuch Remorſe and Torture to 
her Imagination, already overborn with the 
Preſſure of the unnatural Crime itſelf; that 


rather than ſubmit to the Cenſure of publie 


Raillery, ſhe formed a Deſign of diſchargin 


herſelf from being publicly - ſtigmatized by 


ſeveral Practices which might cauſe Abor- 
tion; but every one of them proving unſuc- 


-ecleful, the was | neceſſitated fill to retain the 


MW eeEw% 1 


and now, i 


contracting the 
paſs of her Deliberations, ſome Covit for 


ber Shame became — neceſſary ; for 
2 0 he 


FRE 


6 
ſhe was unable, by. "AY: Artifice, longer to 


conceal 8 

It happened, 1 old and faithful Ser- 
vant, who had long lived in her Family, had 
not many Vears before, been married to a 
Farmer, who was Eleanora's Tenant, of a 
little. loanly Farm, about thirty Miles from 
her own Seat; and her Huſband being late- 
I dead, Eleanora projected a 1 over | 
to the Widow, (as. ſhe gave out) to comfort 
her upon the Loſs, and make a ſhort Stay 
with her, that ſhe might be the better Judge 
of her Ability to manage the Farm by herſelf ; f 
being in great Hopes of a private Delivery there; | 
9 29 at all Events, to engage the good ; 
Widow to Secrecy : For which End, no ſoun 
er was ſhe arrived at the Farm, than ſhe diſ- 
patched. away all her Servants and Equipage 1 
to. her own Seat, till ſhe ſhould ſend them Or- 1 
ders t to return to. .. and aneh broke the De- | 


to be ſo Fayre __ as never to bo ſubject 


to Error: Then enlarging upon the Frailty 
and Imbecillity of her own Sex in general, and 


how flight a Security Judgment, Education, 
virtuous. -Maxirhs, and even Reputation itſelf 


Were 


7 


delity, as 


170 the foveral * they had I before concerted, 


1 13 
againſt ſueh Slips, and Miſeonducts, as human 
— itſelf too frequently prompted i us to, at 
unwary Times, even to our eternal Cotifuſi- 
on; ſhe proceeded to acquaint the good Wo- 


man of her own unhappy- Circumſtances, af-: 
ſuring her, that ſo far from contributing the 
leaſt Particle of her Will to the Tranfaction, the 


could only fay, that it had happened, without 


being in the leaſt able to account: for it, why, 
or wherefore ; for that ber Inclinations had 


ever byaſſed ber to direct contrary Practice, 


till Commiſſion of this infelicitous Act, and had 


ever ſince continued ſo to do; but that ſince 

what was done, was now not to be retracted, 

ſhe had placed her whole Confidence and Re- 

en, in her Hands, that ſhe would aſſiſt 
r in her Difficulty with ſuch Secrecy and Fi- 

the Caſe required. 

The good Woman, who owed ſo 6 to 


Eleanora, could do no leſs than affure her, of 


her utmoſt Endeayours to ſerve her, and with 
the moſt hearty good Will, prepared the beſt 
Accommodations that were poſkibly to be made 
againſt the Labour ; for as no Money was want-= 


mg, ſo conſequently nothing elle could; and, 


- 
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(14) 
that not even the Midwife, who was brought 


from. a great Diſtance off, was ever ſuſpicious 
of the Perſon ſhe had ade her Management ; 


ſo that Eleanora having ſucceeded to her Wiſh, 
and being about again, engaged the Farmer as 
Nurſe. to her Infant; and riding one Day with 
her Tenant to a Town about twelve Miles 


from: the Farm, from thence ſent for her 


Equipage, and returned home, having firſt 


aſſured the Farmer, under her Hand, that ſne 


ſhould hold the Farm Rent free for her Life, 
on proviſo. that ſhe proved true to her Truſt, 


Oreſtes, during his Stay with his . in 


London, was, ſo. delighted with the Way ef 


A 


Life of the 88 that his Uncle, by his 


Intereſt, procured him a Pair of Colours in the 
Parliament s Army, under a Colonel, a Friend 


of his; and ſoon after, we find bim in the 
Battle of Naſeby, where he behaved ſo gallant- 
ly, as to be taken particular Nogce of, a 


advanced to a Captain of Foot. 


Ne had informed his Mother of his Siena 
in the Army, hoping that would be a ſufficient 
Excuſe for his not paying his Duty to her; 


begging her not to take his preſent Wenge; 


ment amiſs, though entered upon without her 


Participation; for that he could not poſſibly 


- 2 the Offer of what was ſo pleaſing to 
en 11 : 1 nn 3 2 
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In the Space of ten Vears, Oreftes was ho- 
noured with the Commiſſion of a Colonel; 
and about this Time, was ſent upon a Com- 
miſſion of another Nature into the North; 
when he not only paid a Viſit to his Mother, 


but alſo to his Uncle. What gave him the 


greateſt Pleaſure on the Road was, his Hopes 


of meeting his dear Arene at his Mother's, and 
alſo of finding her compliant till to his Wiſhes ; 
but never Man met with a more ſhocking Dif- 
appointment to his expected Felicity, than he 

did; when upon Enquiry after her, his Mother 
informed him, that ſhe had left her Family 

ſoon after he went, and was very well married, 


at about fifty Miles more Southward; for with 
that News, all his promiſed Happineſs Va- 
niſhed : He ſtayed but a Month in the North, 


and then returned Southward to his Regiment. 


By this Time, Eleanora's Daughter was 


grown a large Miſs; and that ſhe might not, 
by being too near to her, create any Suſpicion, 


(for the was immenſely fond of the Child) ſhe 


went over to her Tenant's conſtantly once a 


Year to ſee her, though upon Pretence only, of 
the Reſpect ſhe had for her Tenant, whoſe 


Daughter, Cornelia (for that Was the Jung 
Lacy 8 Name) paſſed for. 


The Farmer Woman about this. Time 1 


Vente with an , which in few Days 


ended 
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(#6) 
ended her, and waking Lamentation before fox 
veral Neighbours, w who were come to fee her, 
of what would become of her Daughter ; Blea- 
nora (as had been concerted between them) 
told her publickly, that having no Daughter 
of her own, if ſhe would ſuffer Cornelia to be 
at her Diſpoſal, ſhe would provide very hand- 
ſomely for her as her own Child; defiring her 
to be comforted, as to what would become of 
Her. , Accordingly, that ſhe might receive the 


moſt polite Education, in ofder-ta-qualify her 
for the Fortune the purpoſed to beftow'on her, 


the ſent her to a Friend's Houſe at London, to 
be placed to Boarding-Schoot there, to acquire 
all ſuch Accompliſhments, as were neceſſary 
re in Life, where 
the ſtayed for about fix Years; and then re- 
turned to live with Eleanor. 
Upon the Reſtoration, Oraſtes was out of 
all Employ + but baving a very pretty Compe- 
tency, he was not in over much Haſt for going 
Northward, but ſpent about. three Years more 
in and about London. He had then Thoughts 


| of marrying, and returning ts ſettle in the 


North ; but not readily meeting with a Lady to 


1 His Mind, he quitted * and ot out. Ur 
his Mother's. 5 


He had ſcares paſſed. his feſt Compliments 


* his Mother, and ſaluted her, but Cornelin 
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Room, he took occaſion to aſl: 


(17) 
alan; then preſent; he alſo ſaluted her; at the 
ſame. Time, thinking her the moſt beautiful 
Creature be had ever ſet his Eyes on; preſum- 

„that ſhe. was come in the ſame Station, 
high, his beloved, Arene had before occupied 
in the Family; 3 and upon het quitting the 
his Mother, 
who. ſhe was? She replied, hat it was the 

Daughter“ of a, derealed Friend, for whom ſhe 
had a, great Value; 3; who haves nothing elſe to 
begneath at her Death, had intreated her Fa- 


F 


Your. to her Child z, that ſhe had been at home 


with, ber but a little Time, but that her Be- 
1 had been. ſo agreeable, and her Tem- 
and. Tendergeſs for her fo refined, that ys 
{Eonar her eyen ag ber own Daughter. 
The. Regard his Mother ſhewed her, een 


Or reſtes. to pay all. becoming Reſpect, to a Per- 


ſon ſo much in the Favour of his Parent; and 
though... he had ad. her Graces, and 


formed a juſt Eſtimate, of their, true Worth; 


yet, having his Paſſions under better Regulation 
than in the Affair gf. Arene, he Huld not now 


ſuffer them to exorbirate ſo far, as to arrerapy 


Prog erſon. Fd". 15Y © 158. 0! 
Ihe conſtant; e al Cornelia, 1 
weile gra, together 


with the | oobetis 1 hes Exaroiigns and Be- 
ea heightened by the ſofteſt. Diſpoſition 
28847 Cc, | (beyond 
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{beyond Compare) that he had ever met with, | 
in any one Perſon before ; by Degrees, en- 
croached more and more upon his Affections; 


inſomuch, that he had ſcarce enjoyed a full 


Month of her Converſation, before his' Heart 
was intirely loſt, as to every other Reliſh in 


Life than of Cornelia. 


Oreſtes, perceiving that the lovely Image of 


his Cornelia would not quit his Mind, was 


about to demand his Mother's Conſent, | for 
making her his Wife; but then refleQting, 
that ſhe had no Fortune, and that as he had 
very large Expectations at his Mother's Death, 
it would ill become him, who had been ever 
| looking upwards in Life, and might reaſonably ; 
be ſuppoſed to demand a large Portion in Mar- 


riage, to unite himſelf to one, from whom no 


Addition could accrue to his Eſtate; he would 


in Return anſwer, Have not I à fine Income 


already? holds not my Mother large Poſſeſſions 
for me in Reverſion? Why then, am I rather 
carping for Riches, than that inward Peace to 
my Mind, nn ec alone Tag, mint. 
apy 


Not to 40 over 1 in an e krötm 


which there was no Retraction, he reſolved 


upon an Excurſion round' part of Scotland; not 


- doubting, but Company, and other Ayocations, | 


would diſſipate his Paſſion, and diſſettle-it from 


—— wy — — — 


1 that 


a 
that unequal Object, before it ſhould become 
too unruly to be reduced. 

I have often before now, he would ay to 
birafelf, beheld new Faces, which have expel- 
led all Thoughts of whatever I had before 
ſeen; and the next, and next, in their Turns, 

have been firſt in my Eſteem, and yet they are 
all forgotten: So, though Cornelia ſeems now 
to reign; it can only be till a Rival Beauty 
expells her from my Heart; which having 
 ſo''often varied its Object, is not now, un- 
doubtedly, arrived to its laſt Struggle; a little 
Company, and a freſh. _w will ſet all to 
rights again, Fs 
Oreſtes ſet forward, ſpent AR | Week at his 
Uncle's, then proceeded in his Tour, to ſe- 
veral of the moſt remarkable Places in that 
Country. He purpoſely engaged in Variety of 
public- Companies, and loſt no Opportunity of 
encountering with the Ladies; but all was 

flat; all inſipid, his Mind and Soul was ſtill 
with Cornelia: Nor could the Ladies Conver- 
ation produce other Effects, than to render 
them the more conternptible | in his Eyes, when 
he placed Cornelia in the oppoſite Scale. 
No longer able to endure this preying Vi- 
er Deſire in his Breaſt, he boldly re ſolved 
to give himſelf Eaſe, by rt, the Ini 
* of 1 wo back to his Mother's. 


Cc 2 Hite. 


| 
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Here, this Flame burſt out again with re⸗ 
doubled Violence, by the Application of its 
proper Fuel; and twenty Minds he was in, 
whether to unveil his Diſquiet to Eleanara, for 
her Advice and Conſent; or whether to de- 
clare his Sentiments firſt to Cornelia. This 


held a ſevere Argument, wherein Love, and 


Duty, ſtruggling long for Victory, by Turns 
were elevated, by Turns depreſſed. How 


ſhall I withſtand the Commands of a fond Pa- 


rent? Said he, in deſiſting from all further 


Proſecution of my Deſign upon Cornelia? when 


that very Fondneſs may prove the Motive for 
her Contradiction? But, can I ſubſiſt without 
Cornelia! Ol no, I am but too ſenſible of 


the Power her Charins have over me; and 


maugre all El-anora's Injunctions to the con- 
trary, I am, and muſt remain her Slave; 
Then poſſibly, Cornelia may hearken too cloſe- 
ly-to my Mother's Precepts ; and though not 


from perſonal Diſlike to me, yet in Submiſ- 


ſion to Eleanora's Will, may reject my Suit / 
and leave me without Hope or Remedy. C 
any State I. 98 more veetched than 


| that ? «1 2 997 ; * Je 9 9 311 


In fine, Oreſtes 8 That be ſhould 
be far leſs guilty in having committed an Act: 
which might but poſſibly be condemned by 
Eleanora; than in effecting the ſamei Thing} 
21 "es in 


( 21 } 


in expreſs Contradiction to her revealed Will: 
For which Reaſon, he took the Opportunity 
of : Eleanora's Abſence, to breath forth his 
Paſſion. to Cornelia; but in ſo ſoft, fo diffident 
a Manner, as not to. overcharge her Virgin 
Ear with too great a Weight of Love, at the 
uk Onſet. THIS s } 
Cornelia, (to = INE no former Expreſhons 
of that Kind had ever, as yet, been offered) 
could not but receive them with all the imagi- 
nable Confuſion, that a firſt Attack of that 
Nature generally occaſions, to an unpractiſed 
Innocent. The ruddy Glow, which inſtant- 
ly overſhaded her Cheeks, but too plainly in- 
dicated the inward Commotion of her Heart; 
but ſtill a tacit Smile, that teſtified a gentle 
Pleaſure! in her Breaſt, gave Oreſtes Hopes, 
chat his Profeſſion was not altogether diſagree- 
able to her. Then pauſing a While, he ven- 
tured one Step further, by aſſuring her, that 
the Sentiments of Honour, which were en- 
joined to each of his Ideas of her Perfections, 
urged: him to profeſs, that no leſs a Blefling, 
than that of becoming his own for ever; by 
the Bonds of Wedlock, was the ſole Aim of 
his Ambition: Then intreating her, to conſtrue | 
euery future Teſtimony of his Paſſion to her, 
into that View only, he added, that the Pain 
00 ry, from the Alarm he was but too 
e ee 0 3 ſenſible 
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ſenſible his Diſcourſe had given to her Inno- 
cence, would not permit him then, further 


to aggravate it by his Preſence; but adjured 


her, in his A Abſence, to weigh his Requeſt, 
and prepare her ſelf, to ſuſtain ſuch his Peti- 
tions, as muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence 
of each future Interview between them; for 
. that his Life was valuable to him, but in 
Proportion to the Succeſs of his Addreſſes to 


her. 


fore Cornelia retired to her own Chamber; 


| where ſhe locked her ſelf up, to avoid any im. | 
pertinent Interruption. She was of an Age 
ſufficient for forming juſt Reflections on all 


that Oreſtes had offered. She repeated to her 


ſelf, over and over, every Syllable that had 
been uttered by him, with the very Manner, 


and dreſſed in the very Sentiments, as nearly 


as he could interpret them, that each was 
delivered in. She valued Oreſtes's Perſon 
and Accompliſhments according to their true 


Worth; nor appeared he a Whit leſs amiable 
in her Eyes, for the Declaration he had juſt 
made to her. She concluded with her ei, 


however, that nothing was to be ſaid or done 


on her Part, till ſhe had previouſly — 


Eleanora, who had been ſo gracious a Bene 
actreſs, and true a Friend to her, | 


Havin Z 


Oreſtes had "RE quitted the Rodin — 
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( 23) 
Having come to this Reſolution, ſhe re- 
famed he Tranquillity, and was quitting her 
Chamber, with full Purpoſe to execute her 
Reſolves; till upon further Reflection, of the 
Felicity this Amour would ſettle her in, in caſe 
it ſucceeded, and the Improbability of. ſuch 
Succeſs, in caſe Eleanora ſhould interpoſe, be- 
tween Oreſes his Views, and her Happineſs, 
and divert him from his Purpoſe: What a mi- 
ſerable Creature, ſaid ſhe, ſhall I then irre- 
mediably continue, for the Remainder of my 
Life] I ſhall not only loſe him, but the more 
readily to deprive Oreſſes of my further Con- 
verſation, I ſhall be abſolutely caſhiered from 
Eleanora's Family; and, perhaps, reduced ta 

a vagabond r 

In ſuch Manner was poor Cornelia' 8 Breaſt 
agitated, between Love, Hope, and Deſpair 
for the more ſhe conſidered Oreftes's his Pro- 
. poſal, the more ſhe. admired him, for the diſin- 
: tereſted Affection which he bore her; till, 
at length, ſhe reſolved to retain the Affair in 
the Situation it then was, till ſhe ſhauld be 
better capable of forming a true Judgment, 
from the Conduct of Oreſtes, what was al | 
likely to prove the Iſſue of it. ; 
. Ore es his Impatience es 1 not 8 
to delay the Proſecution of that Suit, whereon + 
he hag laced his ſole future Happineſs; and 


(24) 
that he did; in fo warm and affecting a Man- 
ner, that Cornelia could prefer no Satisfaction | 
to her Condeſcenſion to his Deſires, upon Con | 
dition, that Eleanora would give her Conſent 
to it; for that ſhe lay under ſo many Obliga- 
tions, ſhe ſaid, to her, that ſhe could no ways 
pretermit ſo neceſſary a Piece of her Reſpect, 
and Duty. 196 4 LO 000990 3 
Oreſtes, as I ſaid before, Pasing deliberately” 
weighed thei Conſequences of ſuch a Step, by 
his prevailing Motives, encountered no great 
Difficulty, in preparing Curnelia's Mind, for 
joining in the ſame Reſolution that bimſelf had 
taken, of ſecreting their Deſign from Eleanora, 
loſt ſhe ſhould. caſt a Stumbling-Block i in the 
Way of, their conceived Felicity. LOS ed, et 
Both Parties being now agreed; within the 
Space of one Month, the Nuptials were con- 
ſummated, Wirbdat the leaſt Suſpicion * 
Eleanorais; whoſe firſt Notice of it was, from 
Oreſtes entering her Chamber, the Morning : 
after Marriage, with his Bride in his Hand; 
when they both fell at her Feet, imploring 
her Bleſſing, and intreating her Forgiveneſs to 
her Son and Daughter, for their preſuming to 1 
have taken ſo material a Step in Life, With | 
out her previous Advice and Conſent; but they 
aſſured her, that the ptecsding Day bad mid 
them Man and Wife. A OBE 
File MES RY 
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Wen of Cornelia. 


(#5) 
' Oreftes not affording | his Mother Time for # 


Reply, begged, that the whole Condemwnation 


(ſhould not her Goodneſs paſs « oyer their Omis 
fion) might ſolely fall on hitnſelf; for, tigt 
his Tmpatience was ſo vehement, and His Loyd 
ſo predominant, as to over. balance even the 
Obligations of filial Regard, leff any Bar ſhould!! 
from thence, have aroſe, to al propoſed En- 


NAS * 


: He was proceeding, iow Eberl, oY 


Colour, by this Time, had abſolutely deſerted 
her "Cheeks, with Lips as pale as Death it felf, 
endeavouring to reply, dropped from her Seat 
upon the Floor. The Eloquence of the Lovers 


was now changed into confuſed Cries for Af. f 


ſiſtance. The whole Family were ſoon col- 
lected round the diſpirted Lady, and every pre= 


vailing Art, applicable i in Caſes of a ſimilar Na- 
ture, were not only propoſed, but put to the 
Experiment; but all with no Effect; Eleanora: 


remained motionleſs, and, to all Appearance. 
dead. 'Theſe Means failing. of Succeſs, 4 Sur- 


geon and Apothetary were called in, and ga 0 
the firſt Hopes that Life Was not Jet awer. 
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The new married egen were i weönlible 


FY leſs from the Diead of toling * 50g ll 


gent Parent, "thin oth the Le, of it atifing, 
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1 
as they imagined, from a miſconducted Action 
of theirs. Cornelia, eſpecially, was at her 
Wit's End, leſt Oreftes ſhould from thence- 
forth behold in her, his Mother's Cataſtro- 
phy; and Oreſtes himſelf was but little better, 
at the Damp this Accident had put upon his 
promiſed Delight with his dear Cornelia. 

While theſe, and other Reflections, were 
occupying their Imaginations, Eleanora having 
bled pretty freely, was ſeemingly recovering ; 
but no ſooner had her Blood reverted to its in- 
terrupted Courſe, and her Spirits gained Re- 
admiſſion, than her Tongue began to abound 
with ſuch Speeches, as too apparently were the 

Product of a diſtempered Imagination; and 
ſtill as her Strength was recruited, her Ravings 
became the more violent: Nor did her fluſter- 
ed Spirits ſubſide. with the Return of her 
| Health, but ſhe daily grew more and more im- 
petuous. 

The. Afton, that her Condition caſt the 
new married Pair into, in a great Meaſure im- 
bittered their Felicity; till Time reducing the 
Senſe they had of hoe Circumſtances by a 
more accuſtomed Familiarity, ;a, Perſon was 
apointed as a conſtant Guard over her, in an 


ti that ſhe. Was obliged to be confined 


Apartmen 
to: But 1 ſtill added to the Grief of 
| oi. and his hs 85 was, that they durſt 
neither 
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( 27 ) 
neither of them approach the Place of her 
Reſidence, after ſeveral Obſervations made, 
that the Sight of them, or even the Sound of 
their Names, became ſo terrible to her, as to 


redouble her Ravin gs; from whence they could 


plainly diſcern, themſelves to have been the fols 
Cauſe of her Diſorder. 0 


Oreſtes and Cornelia, little able to bear this 


perpetual Stings of their own Hearts, ſo near to 
the Object which created them; though be- 


tween themſelves, no Couple ever lived in 
ſtricter Union and Harmony; having put Elea- 


nora into ſafe Hands, and alſo entruſted the 
Management of her Eſtate to a faithful Stew- 


ard, retired to London, till ſome Alteration 


ſhould happen in their Affairs. 
At the End of four Vears, the Phychn, 


unser whoſe Care Oreſtes had left Elzanora, 


informed him, that his Applications had fuc- 
ceeded fo well, as that Eleanora was then 


capable of conducting | herſelf in her Family, 


and even abroad, under the judicious Eye of 


her Keeper, who now attended only as a Com- 


panion upon her; for that her Ravings had in- 


tirely deſerted her: But that they were ſuc- 
ceeded by a Dejection, that he feared would 


not be removed, but with the utmoſt Difficul- 


ty. That ſhe ſpoke but little, and ſpent many 


of her wakeful Hours either in ſilent Tears, or 
muſing; 


0 28 Y: 
nuiling ; ; but that the Effects of this. Diſerdes 
grew: fainter, the longer it continued. 


„ Oreſtes was extremely pleaſed . fac 
p art. of this Acogunt; and purpoſed, the fol- 
towing: Summer, te make a, Tour to viſit 
Eleanora, in caſe; her Phyſician ſhould approve 


of his Deſign ; and ſhould be of Opinion, t that 


it would not occaſion a Relapſe into her old 


Diſorder: And. accordingly: having, ſome ſhort 


Time before his projected Journey, wrote; to 


the Doctor for his Advice in the Affair; his 
Mother, to whom the Contents of his Letter 


had been communicated; anſwered it, with 


her Aſſurances, that ſhe was then much better 


than ſhe had been; and that nothing would 


be more pleaſing to her, than the Sight of 


himſelf and Cornelia, whom ſhe Was in Hopes, 
not to enjoy upon a formal Viſit only, but 
to end her Days in their Arms. 


How exceſſive were the Joys of Orehes 


dr (ele zat the Receipt of ſo ſenſible a 


Letter from Eleanora! but more eſpecially, 


at the affectionate Invitation ſhe gave them. 
They waited ne other Motive than her Rer 
queſt, to put themſelves upon the journey; 
but, as they had now come to a Reſolution of 


ſettling; with her, and taking their whole Fa- 


mily, conſiſting of four Children, and as ma- 
ny Servants, with them, they were not able to 


; Silat be 
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((-29)) 


be moving ſo ſodn as they firſt intended, by 
Reaſoti of the many eee for ſo 


oY an Undertaking.” 0 

It happened, that whillt- Oreſten ung chil 
Lady were, by Degrees, fotming their Prepa- 
rations; an intimate Friend of Oreſtes, in a 
confiderable:Poſtiin the Government, had of- 
fered himſelf a Candidate, fort repreſenting 


the Town of Pontefract in Parliament, upon 
the Deceaſe of their late Member; and it be- 
ing certain, that he would meet with great 


Oppolition; he had engaged: a conſiderable 


Number of his Friends e acc mpany "bim 
 thither,” in Order to make the better Appear- 


ance; and, by their united Endeavoufs, to 


promote his Intereſt to the utmoſt. 


Of this Number Oreſter was one; nor 
was any thing going forward, till the Day of 
Election, but Feaſting and; Joviality. The 


Money few away unaccouintabiy; nor Wasa 


fingle Man df them right ſobet, düring their 
whole Stay (; theſd Entertainments extending 
not only to Tthe! Menpi but to their Wives, 
Daughters, andoFamilies. 4 A1 "jdt 2107997 


ut chanced- tb be. OH Hap withand 


oriitwo more: of his Companions, while tlie 


reſt of them were diſperſed :o like Empley- 
ment, at other: Hoùſes, to berdeputed as Bu- 


Ms a Meeting fc ſomè of theſe 


2 engl 144 | es Ladies; 7 


— ü˙4 ä—c1— —— Bo, + "7 


(upon a ſmall Relaxation of the Diyerſion, to 
recruit their Breath, and cool themſelves, 
before a Repetition of their Exerciſe) of lliſ- 
cloſing his Inclination to her ; and of urging 


i 
Ladies; where after ſeveral ſucceſſive Cups; 
their Blood growing warm, they fell into 
Country-Dancing, There was a Lady in the 
Company, whom Oreftes had from the firſt 
Moment of her appearing, beheld with a more 
than pleaſing Satisfaction; and though he veri- 
ly. thought, that he had on ſome Occaſion, 


been in her Company before, yet he could 
by no Means recollect where; however, he 
made Choice of her for his Variher in is 


one 8210 
They had not been 


from her, as at a leſs unguarded Hour, he 


vould have ſcorned to have demanded; but 


the Warmth of his Brain, the Agreeableneſs 


of the Company, and mote eſpecially the 


Charms of this Lady, promoted firſt the preſ- 
ſing her Hand, and then -proceeding' to other 
Familiarities, till he found an Opportunity, 


her to Compliance with it. 
Orgſtes was not a little aaggerd,, ' pra 
Lady, no of ceſenting his Propoſal,” or ae- 

ce.epting 


| lend coupled, | beſoes 
Oreftes his Paſſions were ſo excited for his 
Partner, that he had even determined with 
himſelf, if. poſſible, to obtain ſuch Favours 


(31) 
cepting * (one or other of which he hid 
Room to expect, and was preparing for) with 
a Smile, calling him by his Name, told him, 
that having her ſelf been ſeveral Vears mar- 
ried (though then indeed a Widow) ſhe prized 


her Virtue at too high a Rate, to ſacrifice it 


for the Gratification of any Man; aſſuring him, 
that his Diſcourſe gave her not that Terrour 


then, as it had heretofore done at ———, 


»” 


(being the Name of his Mother's Seat) defiring 
him, that if he choſe to continue the Dance 
any longer, he would decline further Appli- 


cation to her; or that he would. oy” 'the 


Company. 


Oreſtes was never «t tuch a Plunge in tis 
Life; he could not conceive who it could 


be; that ſhould fo readily know him, and His 
| Mother's s Seat; but above all, what: Tetrour 
he could have put her into there: Till revolving 


paſt Scenes in his Mind, and comparing tlie 


Face, the Features, the Voice; and Action of 
his Lady with' thoſe of Arm, he ſoon dif- 


covered, that ſhe could be none other, than 


his Arene her ſelf; though Age, and a great 
Increaſe of Bulk, had much tranforme 
her, from the defirable Object of Uh: kuſt 


Paſſion. Das 

Being now filly reſolved ih by Mind to wi 

who ſhe Was, he began his Attack again with bet- 
tet 


(632) 
ter Courage, Som hls having. before abtained 
(as, he imagined ). the ſame F ayour, | of whieh 
he. now craved only the Repetition; x while the, 
with a dneer, replied, - That ſhe had been i in 
Hopes, the ſevere Leſſon he., had received, 
bon. the . Occalion, of his /1 laſt. Attempt - upon 
her; might have reſtrained, his. Deſires, , A 
> much miſplacing Sealing as upon. her 
An. 2 Snob $20102575d 5 

Oreſtes not being able to . 15 Mean 
ing, took all ſhe had faid for a Matter of Ralle 5 
xy only; and thereupon rene wed his Suit more 
briikly.,; 3 promiſing jocoſely, that if ſhe wen _ 
but comply with his Intreaty, he would, to a 
JTittle adhere to ſuch. Leſſons a8 had (ever 
been, ejoined, him, on her, Behalf; urging. at 
the: fame Time, that as ſhe hed before conſent; 
ed to hig £ mbraces, in a Virgin, State, he 
yas amazed, "tha be, ſhould ede bim 25 4 
2 idw. ien Bis Dill N 2 mM 29115. 8 Fer | 
Ken, replied, Fhat, de, luppote, ah 
1 of Wit he had e che L nir 
venſity, had obſtruged-t the Forge gf this is Memo; 
TN ; or he might have. petzen recgllected, the 
Bc 80 dings of.,the Night before he, ſet qut for 
Sala; bor that be had before folliczed her 
for ſome Favours, ſhe admitted ; and hah een 
entering her Bed; he might hays 3magined; he 
—_ eee them 3. Dug. ee, 
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be could not yet recollect who he met with 
there in her. Stead; and how ſeverely ſhe 
chaſtized him, for attempting ſuch an Inde- 
cency in her F amily; Nay, perhaps, added 
ſhe, you may have forgotten the ſolemn Pro- 
teſtations you made to her at that Time, of ne- 
ver offending in ſuch Sort again. 
Oreftes, who all this while took Arene for 
very. little leſs than a Mad- woman, replied, 
is it poſſible for you, Arene, who condemn the 
Brevity of my Memory, to have already for- 
gotten our mutual Enjoyment of that happy 
Night, which hath painted on my Senſes ſuch 
- Delight, as willnever forſake 5 hte with my 
Beins it Gif 1 01 

Arene told hin.) ſhe evade be horns, to 
be at croſs) Purpoſes with her; but aſſured 
him, that every Word ſhe had ſaid was true; 
and that but for ſuſpecting him to be then i Ha 
a Dream, the would have plainly demonſtrat- | 
ed it to him: Then turning from him, and in- 
termixing with the reſt of the Company, ſhe 
admitted him to no further Opportunity of diſ- 
courſing her, for the whole enſuing Evening ; 
and a little before the Company broke up, 
ſhe flipped. out, unperceived by Oreſtes: So that 
he could neither difcover what was her Situa- 
; tion in Life, or r where ſhe came from. ? 


9 Being 


—̃ —— — —-—-— — 
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Being thus diſappointed, in the purpoſed 
Enjoyment of his old Friend; Oreſtes deter- 
mined to find her out the next Day, and pay 
her a Viſit, to gain an Eclairciſſement of 
the myſterious 8 ſhe had dropped that 


Evening; but he was no ſooner laid in 


his Bed, than his cool Reaſoning afforded 


him a Repreſentation of that Tranſaction, 


in a Light t too ſhocking, even to bear reflect 


ing on. 


What can ſhe meant Gif the, by Y 
fever having lain with her? I lay in her 
Bed; I was greatly delighted with my Bed- 
fellow ; then who could it be, but her? it 
can only be a Flam, to preſerve her preſent 
Credit, and induce me to believe it was ſome 


other Perſon. Then, what can ſhe mean by 
the Chaſtiſement I met there, from ſome one 


in her Stead'; and the Proteſtations 1 made, of 
doing ſo no more? It muſt be only 6e muüſt 
me, that ſhe faid this; for I am as certain, as 

that I am now a ibidkibg" Being, that I neither 


met with Chaſtiſement, r offered at the leaſt 
Proteſtations on that Occaſion, favs of 2 - 
travagant Love for her Perſon. ti be 


Again, ſaid Oreſtes, 1 am at a 16% for ber 
Meaning, of ſome Perſon in her Stead; ho 
would have dared to have ſupplied her Flies, 
or at leaſt to have chaſtized me? but ſhe ſays, 

a it 


10 A 1 9 2 7 
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See * 


with Juſtice : PP 


nation' I could devite.- 


1 


it. Was for offering at ſuch Indecencies in ber 
Family. 


In her Family! Ha! I was in 
none other than my Mother's! ſure ſhe 
would not have attempted ſo barefaced a Lye, 
had ſhe not ſuſpected it to have been true 


for the muſt be ſenſible of my Conſciouſneſs, 
whether any one chaſtiſed me or not. Then 
Where could this Scene have happened but in 


Bed? - How ! - Sure my Mother 
Was not there | in 2 her ſtead! - Im} poflible ! 
== Yue! — She might have Rakes me 


But I met with no Rebaff. 
ese then are ber Surmiſes ? — 


T 


Peer 


tk eas a fatlacious one! 3 . 


Keined ſhe, not ſurprizingly eden 5 
that Nig bt? How happ 15 


e never was ſo 
Pele; Whince can T reconcile this 


Conduct? er Virtue, before this, at 
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each Attack ſcemed Proof again every Machi- 
-There is no account- 
ing for her lft Compliance, when balanced 
with the prior *Reſolution.——1 was received 
With eager Arms that Night, though every 
Subterfuge prevailed. before, to diſappoint r my 
Craving. Hopes! Had ſhe not revealed 
the Secret to my Mother ? who, to avoid the 


ag to — might ſubſtitute: ſome other 


5 in 


— - Amer — ö 
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It was not ſhe, herſelf ! 
could not be |! —— My Mother? ſaid I. 


(36) 
in her Place ? But who FFD durſt chaſtiſe! 
for ſo ſhe apprehended it to be, that is plain. 
Ha! It was not my Mother! 
It was. — 1 


No! It \ was my Mother ! - * bas 
never 1 to love me better . ; 


yet, why that Shock at ſeeing me Grnebe s 


which, in ſo many Years, ſhe hath not wholly 
recovered: from! there is ſome Myſtery unfa- 


thomable i in this; but I am reſolved to make 


my ſelf Maſter of it from Arene. 


Poor Oreſtes, his Mind was ſo upon the 
Rack all Night, that Sleep and he were utter 
Strangers to each other ; nor had he Hope of 
Eaſe, but from Arene. He aroſe with the 


firſt Light, and made the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
after her that he poſſibly could, but with- 


out Effect, for the whole Morning; ; till about 
Noon, he found out the Lady that had intro- 
hack his Partner. He tarried not a Moment 


from purſuing her to her Friend's Houſe, 
when expecting an End of his Travel; all the 
Report that he could procure was, that ſhe 


went off that Morning in the York Coach 


for London ; ; but where her Reſidence would 


be, was undcterminable by her Friend ; for. that 


ſhe arrived at her Houle, but two Days before 
from Berwick, 


Oreſte 
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1 Oreſtes was now ten times more overwhelm- 


ed with Deſpair than before ; his Ideas crowded 


ſo faſt on his Imagination, that they even 


ſtifled all Reflection; and had not the Election 
been to come on as the very next Morning, 
he had certainly taken Poſt that Night for 


London: But as he could frame no plauſible 
Excuſe, for ſo precipitately deſerting of his 
Friend, he was obliged to ſtay with him till 
that was over; but the Moment his Friend 
was declared, pretending urgent Buſineſs, he 


mounted Poſt, in Purſuit of the Coach to 
Loiidon, * 
He arrived there the ſecond. Day in the 


Evening, having rode almoſt Night and Day, 


and enquired all the Way after the York Stage; 


but by ſome Accident or other, he had miſſed 
it; for he allghted at the Inn before its Arrival; 
white, being informed, that it was every Hour 
expected, he waited its Coming with great Im- 


patience : But alas! how ſubject to Fruſtration 
are our beſt concerted Schemes! for now, he, 
who but the Moment before the Cooh ap- 


peared, had framed his very Speech, his Action 


on her alighting; nay had fancied himſelf al- 
ready handing her out of the Coach, upon its 


Arrival, received the mortifying Intelligence, 


that” Mo having little or no Baggage, had 
ö quitted 


* N 
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( 38.) 


quitted the Stage for an Hack; and that 
no one knew whither ſhe was gone to. 


45 


This Advice ſo confounded Oreſtes, that he 


ſſchd like one bewildered in his Senſes: To 


proſecute the Search of a Perſon, whoſe Wi- 
dow Name he was a Stranger to; and that 


in ſo large and populous a City as Londan, was 


an Herculean Labour, that .he could by no 


Means perſuade himſelf to undertake. 


Giving over therefore all further Thoughts. 
of Arene, he returned to Cornelia; but un- 
der Tuck? Chagrin, that it . was but too vis. 
ſible to her, who was doatingly fond of him, 


that he had encountered ſome croſs Accident 


or ' Diſappointment : However, inconſcious 
of its ariſing from any Act of hers, ſhe endea- 
youred to advance him to Pleaſantry, by eng 
quiring into the Election, and whether bis 


Friend had ſucceeded? and from — 1655 


running from one Thing to another, till their 


Diſcourſe having broken the Thread of his 


Reflection, he brightened up again, and em: 
ed eaſy. x 
" Indeed, he only ſeemed ſo; (Herod todd cond 


kis Thoughts collect into proper Arangement, 
for the due Proſecution of the Notions he had 


entertained, than he was reduced to his dark- 
er Apprehenſiong again: He ſighed, was reft- 


leſs, ever moving, though he knew not why; 
; nor 


( 39) 


nor met he with more continued Quiet in one 


Place, than another. And now, his Journey, 
to Scotland was proſecuted, with ſo much Ex- 


pedition, that in three Weeks Time after he 


arrived at - London, - he attained his Mather 
Seat in the North. 


Nothing, ſince 4005 left Hig ha hoon. 
able to exalt his Joys to. the Pitch, that the 


Health of Eleanora, and the affectionate Re- 


ception, which ſhe gave both himſelf and Cor- 


nelia, did; and for. ſome Time, they continued 
mutual Bleſſings to each other; but Oreſtes 


his: Impatience would not permit him to linger. 
his Days in Suſpenge, before he gently touched 
upon his having danced with Arene, and the 


| Occaſion of their Meeting. He obſerved Elegr 


nora! Vilage to alter very much, at naming 
her; but as yet, ignorant that any Thing 
further: had paſſed between them; - ſhe at- 
tempted - ta put off the Diſcourſe to ſome- 
What elſe: though ſhe ſeemed ſo confuſefl 


in her on Mind, ws ſhe ug en {Pra 


intelligibly. * 122985 

This Change ** a Mother, —_—_ 
ſtill, more and mate Diſquiet to Oreſtes; 
for ho was now confirmed in his Opinion, 
that ſome dark Scene had been concert- 
ed hbatween her and Arene, at the Time 


he imagined he had ꝓaſſeſſed the latter: $0 


8 | D 4 e that 


neſs of this Alteration ſo amaze 
had no Ability left, either for helping himſelf, 


( 40) 


that notwithſtanding the Diſcontent- he had 


perceived his Mother to labour under, upon 
the Mention of Arene ; | he: reſolved, as the 
Ice was now broken, to proſecute his Enquiry 


at all Adventures, ier than to have his 


Work all to begin again; and that perhaps, 


at a Time when he could not ſo fairly bring 


it upon the Carpet, as at preſent; ſo that 
without further Ceremony, he proceeded. 


Madam, ſaid he, the Converſation of Arene 


brought to my Mind ſome paſt Scenes of my 
youthful Days; for I muſt own, I once thought 
her the moſt agreeable Woman upon Earth. 
Pray, did you ever hear of a private Amour I 


had with her? for we talked that over too, 
when I: ſaẽ-w her. 

Oreſtes then caſting a „Nek We his 
Mother; ; her Eyes were fixed in her Head; 
her Hands fallen to her Sides; and her Body 
as ſtiff, and white, as Alabaſter 3 Sudden 


or her; but was almoſt under as motionleſs a 


StopefaRion as herſelf, ©: . 


During this Inſenſitility of the Parties, * 


nelia entered the Chamber; where upon view 


of this ſo ſhocking a Spectacle, ſhe was almoſt 
reduced to the ſame Predicament; but ſtill 


retaining: her Voice, the called out for the Ser- 


vants; 


him, that he 


” N - * . 5 - ** & . * a —— + — 1 8 3 
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He: noved halownrit. ; 1 


(4k) 


amis: When Oreſtes, by a Motion of, his. 
Hand, forbad their Approach, till he was 


cone what better qualified, himſelf to aſſiſt 


with them; he not being willing to paſs under 
their Obſervation, | in the Condition he then 
was; but it was not long, before they all united 


their Endeavqurs, for e ato Hdeonore: to o her 


gon again. I re rear. Kod 


Poor Eleanora, alas! never Th more, 


till her dying Moment: It is true, ſhe was 
ſoon able to move her Limbs, and even to walk 
croſs her Room, by Support; but her Tongue 


would not articulate a Syllable, though ſhe 


often "Wa at ob and an the third Morning, 


the ed; 55: 
What v were Oreftes liz Dane, Fears, in 
louGes; and Diſtraction, at the Proſpect. of 


Eleanora's never being able to declare, What 
alone (as he gueſſed) could ſettle his Mind in 


Tranquillity! though baphy had he been bad 

The Torrent of 2 Wien which 
had: denied him Reſt all Night, hurried him 
on the Wing, to. Elaanora's Chamber in the 
Morning; and though he dreaded the Conſe- 


quences, of the Demand he was about to make 
to her; yet the intolerable Anguiſh of his 


Mind, till he ſhould be able to obtain her Re- 
falution of his Difficulty,:- preponderating. to 


big 4 every 


, 6 un 8 
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the Name of the Impoſtor ; till recollecting 


(43) 
every other Conſideration, he would no long · 
er refrain from queſtioning her, whether ſhe 
was - privy to his Deſign upon Arene? To 


which ſhe, poor Woman, though ſhe could 


make no verbal Reply, yet by the Motion of 
her Head, teſtified her Aſſent, that ſhe was. 


He then begged her to fignify; whether he 
had been impoſed upon in that Affair, by the 


Subſtitution of any other Perſon in her Place? 
At this Demand, Eleanora, lifting up her Eyes 


for a ſhort Space, and owes an horrid Mn 


Senne that it was ſo. Hoc. | 
His ' Perturbation was lien: heightened to 
ſuch Extravagance, that he was almoſt raving; 
ſuſpecting, that as his Mother was diſabled 
from Speech, he ſhould: by no Means diſcover 


himſelf, Madam, ſaid he, it will be impoffible 
for me to endare long in this Suſpence ; I can 
never bear it. O ſatisfy me of the Perſon, or 


I am undone, I will run. over the Names of 
all the Women then in your Family, one by 


ene, and if you have any Pity: for me, aſſent, 
by an approbatory Nod of! your Head, to 


which of them it was; for my futore Peace, nay 


my Life itlelf, R_ N. the Knowledge : 
Mito 1A older on 201.259 f 

Oger beingabout nominming them, he be- 
Seu firſt wull her. Chamber-maid; _— 
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and Paper; which he no ſcoher cqmprebeiuled; 


649 
ſaich he, was it her? but jnſtead of a Reply, 


or waiting for any further Requeſt; Elenna. 


ra, collecting her whole Force into one Arm, 
ſtruck at Oreſtes with incredible F ury; als 


by every Sign, and Motion in ber Power, com- 
manded him to Silence; then ſmüting her 


Breaſt, as if ſhe meant to have diſpatched hors 
ſelf; and again raifing her Eyes, and .groans = 
ing, ſhe. ſunk upon her Pillow, and —_— 

bitterly. 


Not a Saund, or Matien of Elaanbt 9, 


but pierced the very Saul. of Oreftes, (for he was 
one of the tegdereſt Sons living :) not only for 
the Grief which ſo afflicted ber; but from the 

Turbulency of his own Spitits, which deſpaired 
et Comfort, but from the E 


might afford, of what h ſo annere ſought 


Explanation fhe- 


after... 311. £13314 SL Of | 


x \ Ekquorg 9 and vicfing his Concern, 
(little, doubting, but that it aroſe from thei De- 
clarations rene had made to him, of the 


* F 


Truth of her former Tranfations)- in Coins 


paſſion to his Sufferings,, made Signs for Nun 


than he flew to procure them for her, in Hope 


gf. tho immediate Attainment of his /Dokites ; 
he; raiſed her up in her Bed, delivering tb her 
enn ene but Nr E 


S150 Þ * 10 07 73 0} 55 TI&v7 . N. SHOW) ad 


— 
* 1 — 
LLTING 


real Regard for) her Perſon, had well niz 
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it was her Requeſt; he would Wait upon her 


the next Morning. 
This Notice exceedingly peiplexed| Or es 


vrho imagined nothing leſs, than that ſhe 
would be able to ſurvive, till the Time came; 


and ſhould ſhe drop intermediately, he would 
1 be left to his preſent Inquietudes; how- 
it being her Requeſt, he complied; and 


wthdrowing, ſent in her Women to ache 
. 


Eleanora, though ſhe was Seminal very 
weak, and had not ariſen from her Bed fince 
the took it, on the preceding Morning; upon 
the Approach of her Women, made Signs for 
rifing, and did ſo, when to their Apprehenſi ons, 
ſhe ſeemed much better, and livelier, than 
they could have expected. She then took 


ſome little Refreſhment, and being properly 
ſeated at the Table, with all Materials for 


writing before her, ſhe by a little Note, order- 
ed every one to retire, and on no Account 


| whatſoever to re-enter her Apartment, un- 
called for; that is, till ſhe ſhould ring a Bell, 


wen was d before her, e that Pur- 


: Hee Women ceontifee Qbelihats, ; but their 


obliged: chem to brrak through her Injunction; 


for though they waited for two or three Hours 


with 
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Ing it in divers Places, directed it thus. 


(4) 


- with, reaſonable Patience; yet at the Conclu- 


fion of four, five, and even fix Hours, their 
Concern grew too violent to be ſupportable, 


and they were about preſuming to tranſgreſs 


her Commands, leſt any fatal Event ſhould 


have befallen ber; z but rightly judging, that 
It would firſt be incumbent on them, for their 
, own Juſtification, to adviſe with Oreftes in fo 


critical a Point; he having heard their ex preſs 
Orders to the contrary, and leſt their unrequir- 
ed Intruſion, ſhould interrupt the Deſign he 
apprehended Eleanora had in hand, poſitively 
contradicted any Breach of her Orders, and. 1 in- 


fiſted upon their waiting fome Time longer 
for the Signal; and that no one ſhould. yen 
then preſume to approach ber, without previ 


ous Notice to him, | 


It was near the ninth Hour 3 the Bell 
rung, and then immediately, having informed 


Oreſtes, they preſented themſelves before her, 


ſhe holding up a Slip of Paper, at the tame 

Time, for them to. read. This was Di- 
r bi and her 

Watch ; . which were e Mtn de- 

livered to her; then haying folded up a 

Pacquet, the incloſed itin a Cover, and ſeals 
* To.my Son Oreſtes; upon my Blefling, not 

< to be opened, till after Lam interred; and 
« r ſybject to my eyery Curſe upon his Failure.“ 


She 


the Time by het x 
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She then ordered Orefti bd Cirnelia tb bs 
called in, ſeemed much more chearful and eaſy 
than ſhe had been, ordered her Supper by Wiiting, 


and fed very agreeably with them; keeping 


them Company for about two Hours longer; 


| within which Time, ſhe took Occatjon. 10 de. 


liver. the Pacquet to Oreftes, and to compel 
him to promiſe, never to breäk the Seile, "tif 
efixed; all Which but 2 
compleated to her Satisfacklonl, the fi ro : 
them to retire, and Herſelf went to two 
of her Women attending her, durin 8 ae Re- | 


- mainder of the Night. 


She fell into a ſound Sleep, "Even to ſodthig, 
for the firſt two Thirds of the Night; after 
which, ſhe became more reſtleſs; till a little 
before Day-Light, they were fury prized, = 
hearing her talk very paſſionately in 5 Step; 


but though her Lips moved, and the Sounds = 


were plainly articulate;; yet they were ſo broked, ; 
and by Starts, that they could not make E 
the Guile off her Viicalineſ from them: At 


length, after much ſeeming Confli with het- 


ſelf; having plainly, audibly, ang deliberate. 
ty, pronounced Farewell Oreſtet; ſbe ſunk het 


; Head, ſtretched out her Limbs, and died iin. 
mediately. 


Tidings of Elzanora' 8 Death, found no = 


Pallge n to Oreſtes's $ Ears, while himſelf and 


4 ___ 
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Cornelia were yet in Bed, The Death df a 
Mother fo dear to them both, could not but 
demand a reaſonable Tribute of their Tears; 
but 'ſhe was now no mote, and they fooh, 


from a Senſe. of their RR; * ben 
up. again, 5 
Oreſtes bad ſcarce recovered from as firſt 
Set of Reflections which her Death had in- 
troduced; but urged by his Impatience for 
the Contents of her Pacquet, he aroſe, arid 
retiring to his Cloſet, had ſeized it, and was 
breaking open the Seal; when her Directions 
ſtaring him in the Face, his Hand on a ſadden 

became unactive, ad. bis Heart trembling, 
failed him. He longed for an Inſight int 
ito Contents; but durſt not attempt it, in 
'Breach of her ſo poſnive Injunction,  ahfl-even 
_ Curſe, ſhould ho act in We to her 
Commands. A od 
Never was poor Cicature more wy 5 5 
Tempeſt of icoliteriding Paſſions, than Oreſtes. 
Eleanorn, taid> he, is no moie; nor can ſhe, 
by any poſſible Means be a Sufferer, let, the 
Contents of this Pacquet be what they wWäl. 
Can it in the leaſt contribute to her Joy, or 
Diſturbano, now, whether this Paper is qpen- 
ed, or cloſed? If fo, I would ſubmit to 
FThouſand Deaths, before I woultdiſobey-hens 
but ſhe is already: paſt all Senſe of ſuture q 
8 or 
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of Diſtreſs, for any Thing that can happen in 
this World. Then, though it might be pleaſing 
to her while in Life, to imagine ſhe had re- 
ſerved the Knowledge of this Myſtery from me, 
for ſuch a Space of Time ; can it affect her 
now, (the Stroke of Death having paſſed upon 
her) that Lattain it, her Corps being above, or 
beneath a few Feet of Earth ?. Surely not. She 
knew not in Life, what Death Was; nor can 
ſhe be now ſenſible of what I am ans to do 
for could ſhe, as dead, ſhe) would accord to 
my Impatienoe, and. os = n to 
my Gratification; | © - 
He' was Juſt Grupping the Seal, TT caſting 
His Eye on the Superſcription again; his Hand 
ſtopt, till reading, Subject to my every Curſe 
upon his Failure. What? fail he, ſhall J, for 
a few Days Anticipation: of my Deſires, - draw 
down my Parent's Curſe upon my. Head, her 
every Curſe ?: How ſhall 1 endure myſelf,” af- 
ter the Commiſſion of this Fact, ſo oppoſite to 
my Mother's Precepts? By obeying. her, 
may” ſuffer for a few Days; but by my Diſ- 
obedience, who knows,: but my Conſcience 
may become my Tormenter, tomy liteſt Mo- 
ment of Life, and ſtretch me upon a Rack, far 
more afflictive than / tlie Tortures a of unſa- 
thafied- Curioſity; for it really. is no more. 


This" may * come to a Teriod, at my qu 
, |  _ ; 
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Election; but that may xxl me; and but end, 
with „ 
pon theſe Reflections, PIE ca from 
him the Pacquet, under the Reſolution of ſub- 
mitting to the Neſcience of its Contents, till 


the Arrival of that Time, when he might! in⸗ 


culpably indulge over them; and from that 


Moment, though his Curiofity daily urged 


him, by new invented Plauſibilities to Com- 
pliance with it; yet his Determination (being 
fixed for the contrary) as often ns till 
after 'Eleanora's Interment. 


It is very far from improbable, that Blea: 
nora's Funeral might be ſomewhat expedit- 


ed, to give the readier Scope to Oreſtes his 
: Wiſhes ; for it was but deferred to the fourth 


Day; and then performed, in a very becoming 
Manner, and ſuitable to her Rank in Life : 
But no fooner was the Solemnity concluded; 
than Oreſtes, now diſengaged from further 
Scruples, and Interruption, haſted to uncaſc 


his Pacquet. 


He had but juſt cracked the firſt Seal, | 


and was proceeding to the reſt; (there being * 


veral of them) when a ſudden Start took his 

Fancy, for deliberating a little e're he advanced 

any further. What am 1 about to do? ſaid 
be. This Caſe, it is plain, contains within it 


ſome Myſtery, and that not proper for unfold- 
BOS HK | ing 


($0) 

ing in my Mother's Life-time ; nay, in her 
Judgment, not even while ber very Corps 
was viſible on Earth. What then can "hi be? 
may it be a whit more profitable for me to 
peruſe it now? O! that I could but find 
Arene! 1 would . but juſt gain a Glimpſe of 
the Solution of this Myſtery, and go no further: 
For as my Sollicitations only have, by their 
preſſing Energy, extracted the incloſed Account 
of Things from my Mother, which I had ne- 
ver known, but from the Earneſtneſs of my 
Importunities ; ſo it is as plain, that ſhe judg- 
ed it moſt for my Intereſt, that I ſhould have 
remained in Ignorance ſtill, 

O! that I had never met Arene more! or 
at leaſt to better Purpoſe ! what had J to do to 
attempt her | could I not (being then under En- 
gagement to Cornelia, the ſweeteſt Wife that 
Man ever enjoyed) have reſted ſatisfied with 
what I before ſuſpected to be true! (If yet it 
was not ſo) it contented me, as well as if it had 
been ſo. Then ſuppoſe it was not ſo; why 
ſhall I aim at perplexing my ſelf with Diſco- 
veries, of which, in Arene's Abſence, I can 
now never arrive to a Certainty ; for ſhould 
this Accountof my Mother's, (as I ſuſpe& it is) 
be couched under Terms ambiguous, or ob- 
ſcure, I ſhall' then be at a worſe Plunge than 
ever; nay, may be inextricably mired in fuch _ 

x | YR De- 


th} 
 Deſpotidence, as 1 may never emerge from 
more. 

Why then ſhould] indulge this Appetite for 
Curioſity, that may be attended with ſuch 
fatal Conſequences? for unleſs I ſhould meet 
here with an Explication grateful to me, I ſhall 
be but the more hampered, for ſtruggling. 


Let me then caſt aſide all further Thoughts of 


this enigmatic Foolery: I may now live 


happily, what Man more ſo? a large Eſtate, 


an excellent Wife, and Children to my Wiſh ; 
what have I to 5 therefore with Arcanas, thr 


can no ways contribute to the Advancement | 


of my Felicity? For at beſt, it is but being cer- 
_ tain who was my Whore, the Night before I 


left this Place for Glaſgow, I fay, it was 


Arene her (elf, ſhe ſays, not. 1 am certain it 
Was ſomebody ; ; then what matters who, fol 
was ſatisfied. I have no Inclination for farther 
Fayours from her, be ſhe WhO ſhe will. Tl 


een burn the Pacquet, and give my ſelf n no 


more Concern about it. 
Had a Fire been at band, (as great was the 


Pity there was not) Oreſtes declared to me, 


(for he made me his ſole Confident in every 
thing) that he ſhould certainly have acted as 
he had propoſed, in the Mood he was then in. 


However, having toſſed it upon a Shelf in his 


Cloſet, it lay there neglected for ſome Months, 
E 2 and 
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ord. he thought no more of it; but paſſed bis 
Time in the ſweeteſt Tranquility with his 


beloved Cornelia; till having worn out his 
former Uneaſineſs on that Subject; he one Day, 


in Search of ſomewhat elſe, accidentally laying 


his Hand upon the Pacquet, took it down. 
Well! ſaid he, now I will open it; for let 


it contain what it will, I am now. flies 
Maſter of my Paſſions, not to be moved wit 


it. It will be but a bare Amuſement, now: 


So without more ado, he forced the Seals ; 
and caſting away an outward Cloathing | or 
two, he unfolded a Letter, wrote on a whole 
| Sheet of Paper, Folio wiſe, very cloſe on. all 


Sides. 
What a long Story, i he, has this mol 


Woman taken the Pains to pen down for my 
Satisfaction, as ſhe thought, no Doubt? when 
three Lines would have anſwered the Fyrpaſ 
of all that I wanted. 


He then began at the Top, DEP read a "Sort 
of Direction, in the Words following. 


To my dear Son Oreſtes, the Father of m my 
5 Daughter Cornelia. He ſtopped here, nor 


could he refrain from Tears; Poor Woman 1 


faid he, what Pains hath ſhe taken, to fill 


this 4 TR Sheet of Paper with the Overflow. 


ings of a diſtempered Imagination! but what 
is A upon the * Shock given to his In- 
ttellects! 


+ 


own Parent. 


() 


tellects! he can hear it is true, and he can 


ſee; but he cannot truly apprehend, at leaſt, 


for any Continuance. She begins ſenſibly 
enough. To my dear Son Oreſtes; but what 


a ſhort Step ſhe makes into vague Notions and 


Inconſiſtencies. Father of my Daughter 
et Cornelia! there the roams. How eaſily are 
| theſe Brains of ours diſcompoſed, by divers. 
Accidents? And then, what becomes of the 
Man ? he is but degraded to the Rank of an 
inferior Animal; for they have their ſenſible 
Impulſes, but are (as ſhe now appears to have 
been) unable to proceed in any regular Syſtem 

of e ee 
It is much better caſt aſide, than peruſed 


I preſume it is all of a Piece. 


-Theſe Compoſitions . are but an Expo- 


ſure 0 the Defects of human Nature, at beſt: 
But this Particular, proclaims thoſe of my 
Hold, I will but juſt ſlide 
my Eye over a | Grple Line or two, to obſerve 
what Scheme the poor Worn ſets out with, 


He then reads: 


. Judge you, my deareſt Bon, my bande 


(e 
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Ss though innocent, an Actor in the cl: abo- 
rs **» 


— 


once my ſole Joy, now my ſole Confuſion, 
with what a trembling Hand, and tortured 
Soul, thy miſerable Mother muſt ſit down, 
© to diſcloſe the Foulneſs of her Crimes, to 
© the Offspring of her own Bowels; himſelf, 


= 


ed. his proceeding, for ſome Time.— 
aid he, what! this muſt be ſome Strain of 


counted for? 
The Sketch I baye peruſed is coherent in itſelf, 
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-minible Sin of Inceſt, Inceſt in me, my Son; 
while thou art (though not free from For- 
nication) involunterily involved i in that 2 
7 al Mixture. 
Oreſtes was ſo agaſt at what he had res. 
that the Concuſſion of all his Faculties prevent 


8 
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—_How ! 


her diſtracted Fancy! or how can it be ac- 
- But the Language is juſt. 


if not advanced upon ng Premiſes — 


J muſt proceed. 


4 The Iſſue of it, one D t pre- 


« ſent Wife Cornelia.” 
Hell and Furies! N e 


— My 


Wife Cornelia, my own Daughter, and; that 


by my own Mother too! O! that ſhe was 


now living! that I might charge her downright. 


with this Falſity! O!] I would interrogate her 


Article by Article, and by her Reſponſes, from 
a Judgment of her Veracity, and the Rectitude 


of her Mind for Delivery of this! —— What 
have. I done! —— my over Caution never: to 


diſobey her, has bed ſuch an irremediable Dif- 
ficulty on my Soul, as can never be diſlodged 


to my. lateſt Hour. What am I to imagine 


from this Writing | — was ſhe ſenſible, when ſhe 
wrote it, T am too black a Wretch, to find a 


7 


mme mmmmm 
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Name amongſt the human Species. Was ſhe 
not, all my Diſquiet vaniſhes into a Deluſion. 
= Is there no Means left to attain the Truth. 
by of this! —— Her Women left her better than: 
| ' ſhe had been, when ſhe firſt undertook this 
"1 Relation; they found her better Mill at the Con- 
cluſion of it; nay, my ſelf can teſtify her Sen- 
| ſibility, by ſupping with her, and receiving 
this Letter from her, when ſhe extracted my ' 
ſolemn Promiſe, not to pry into this, till after 
her Interment; Could any Thing ſavour more 
of Underſtanding, than the cautionary Means 
| ſhe took, that ſubſequent to my Knowledge of 
theſe Facts, I ſhould have no Opportunity of 
offering that Indignity to her Corps, . which ſhe 
might reaſonably judge would prove the Reſult 
: of my Indignation, for ſo tranſcendent a Com- 
plication of Iniquityl _ 
What elſe could Arene s Hints direct r me to; 
him what this Writing hath confirmed to me! 
No, it is plain; I have no preſent Doubt, but 
it was my Mother herſelf whom I engaged; in 
the Room of Arene; and granting that, each 
other Conſequence proceeds naturally enough; 
O curſed Impoſition'! —— O let me tear from 
my Head theſe Eyes, that firſt tranſmitted to 
my Heart, a diſhonourable Paſſion for Arexe ! 
for her, from whom aroſe the firſt.Inlet to my 
Woes ! But let me ſee . durſt I venture 


E 4 further 


— 
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further! — Yes, undauntedly ; / PT 
ſhould every Syllable that I can ſtill diſcover, 


be literally true, it can but prove a Trifle all, 
to what I have already heard; but I may 


meet with ſome Reverſe of this ad Tale, ſome 


| Circumſtances in Mitigation of the "Fu Re- 
lation. I'll proceed. 


„ Horrid Intercourſe! 8 us, 0 my 
Son! I thought my Force ſufficient, to have 


* put an abſolute Check to your further Im- 


te portunities, for diſhonouring Arene, by. 
ſubmitting to her Place; that I might have 
| ſchooled you into a true Senſe of your Duty, 
both to your Maker, and his Creatures, and 
e have tempered the Edge of your burning 


“ Appetite, by my ſeaſonable Admonitions, 
or my Chaſtiſements.— For, what? thinks 


I, can have ſuch Influence upon Oreſtes's 


te gentle Diſpoſition, as a Mother's Argu- 


* ments, at the very Point of violating the 
< Laws of Heaven and Earth? Nor would 


% any other Method, I am perſuaded, have 
e created ſo eſſential a Reformation, both of 


e your Judgment, and Actions, as what I 
* had propoſed, could I but have acted up to 
de the true Spirit of my firſt formed. Intention: 

* But what is Man! what Womankind! even 


© the beſt of us} I proceeded, ſecure in my 


* own Strength; that failed me. Had I in- 
. voked 


TIN 


« yoked ſuperior Aid, I might have perſever- 
*© ed, and have come off Conqueror; but 


thy Raptures were ſo impetuous, thy Em- 
F< brace ſo ſudden, ſo prevailing 3 NO Eye (but 


ec that of Heaven, then unbeheld by me): to- 


« diſcoyer my Foulneſs; that I tamely ſub- 


cc 


upon me. 


0 carſs; 1 0 this: Gime1, but 


blame not thy ſelf, in equal. Degree with 
_ © thy Mother; nor had you ever obtained the 


% Knowledge of this from me, but leſt Avene, 


Dos 


c 


from whom I perceive you have gained ſome 
e Information,” ſhould not have revealed to 
* you, the real View of my meeting you in 


© mitted | to ane e A 10 _— e 


© her Bed; but ſince I have laid my Shame 


6e before you, at a Time when I am ſo far 


e temoved from your Sight, that even the 
Bluſhes of my Corps may be concealed from 


th your Eye; I muſt; though dead; peak 


e further to the Diſcharge of my Conſcience, 


by aſſuring you, that the unhappy Cœruelia, 


« is the Darighter. of us both. Ol bad you 


* but (as in Duty you ought) informed me af 


your Love for her, and ſought to my Con- 


e ſent for uniting with her, all further Stain, 


might have been prevented! Anil this, 1 


+ doubt not, (but from other Motives) you 
both 


—_— 


cc 


2 


« 


( 53 ) 
. both apprehending, have plunged yourſelves 
« into that Diſtreſs, ſo juſtly due to you both, 


N 


for your Diſregard to my Approbation: 
But being determined to attone, as far as in 
my Power lies, while Life remains, by Con- 
feſſion and Contrition ; I ſhall now proceed 
to inform you of her Birth, and Education, 


"AN 


74 


* till ſhe became your Wife, if I ſhall be en- 


r abled to ſuſtain my Torments for ſuch a 
Space, as will be neceſſary to perform it in; 
and then, welcome Death! which can 


11 


cc 


© alone leni me, from the intolerable Poſt 
J ſuſtain here, and fix me at leaſt, beyond 


* the Reach of age ſtumbling on * like 


* Predicament,” 


Poor Oreſtes was fo ſtruck with the "RY 
fentation of _ theſe: Things, to his Senſes; that 


he was even too much depreſt to complain. He 
could poſſibly apply no Remedy to what was 


already paſt, and of which there was no Re- 
cal; but then, to think of ſupporting Life, 

(which from bis Age and Conſtitution, in 
Courſe of Nature, might ſtill be of many Vears 
Duration) under the Preſſure he then laboured 
with ; was ſo irkſome to his Imagination, that he 


was juſt ſtepping for his Sword, to diſpatch him- 


ſelf with, when Cornelia, wholly ignorant of 


nh that _ ofa oa _— "= n in 
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all the fond Appearance of the moſt tender 
Wife breathing. 

Oreſtes would fain (had it been poſſible) | 
have concealed his Confuſion from her; but 
the very Sight of her, as yet wholly innocent, 
(in her own Conceit) of having ever contributed 
to any Thing that ſhe could charge upon her- 
ſelf as a Crime; and his Reflections, on the 
miſerable Change that her approaching Diſtreſs 
muſt introduce her to, caſt him into ſuch a 
Flux of Tears, as no Art of Cornelia could 
relieve him from; till Nature declining longer 
to ſupply their Source, he gained juſt Avile 
for a few Words at a Time, 


O Cornelia, ſaid he, now mine no more. 
5 What means my Love? ſaid Cornelia. More 
than I dare expreſs, added he. Let me bear a 
Portion of your Griefs, ſaid ſhe, Thou'lt 
too ſoon, continued he, have thy Share of them 
too, Cornelia. O unhappy Wretch that I am, 
who. in. Fondneſs for thee, have for Years been 
treaſuring up an abundant Portion of Misfor- 
tune for thee, Let me intreat my dear Huſ-— 
band, added ſhe,. to reveal to me his Woes. 
Huſband no more, ſaid he. e raves my 
Dear ſo? demanded Cornelia. O Cornaſia, 
anſwered he, were all the GAitious Wie in 
Reality employing their utmoſt Severities, and 
by every — Inſtrument, now laſhing 


22 and 
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would be, as ſoft Repoſe upon the moſt fra- 


grant Couch of Roſes compared to the Goads, 


and Stings, which are now in Exerciſe on my 
Vitals. What! muſt J part with thee, for 
ever, my Cornelia? Have all the Endearments 


that have paſt between us, been but the gen- 
dering of Vipers? And are our * to be- 


come as deteſtable ? 
My Dear, my Love, my Oreſtes, by al 


de ſacred Ties of Nature, and Affection; 
for your once dear Wife's, for your Chil- 


dren's Sakes, ſaid Cornelia, unravel to me the 


Cauſe of your Sorrows. My Wife! ſay'ſt 


thou, replied Qreftes. I have a Daughter 
Cornelia; but no Wife. I have Baſtards, ſpu- 
rious, miſbegotten Iſſue, but no Children. 
For Heaven. Sake,” replied ſhe, Oreftes, detain 


me on the Rack no longer. What mean you? 
What have I done? have you no Wife, ſay 


you? Alas! why then lives the wretched 
Cornelia ! the World's too nal for” thee, 
withbut Orafescon 14 254 f $649 

I know not what thou art, 7 what . 
ba dons, weren nor well dr I. 


uorg is 0 the, ede, cat 5 Die, or that, 


and tell me if chou cauſt, 464g Name can 
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Ife then pointing to his Mother $ Letter, 
which lay open, upon the Table, Cornelia haſti- 
ly ſnatching it up, peruſed it. Oreſtes watch- 
ed her every Motion, during her read- 
ing it; but ſhe had not proceeded far in it; 
before reddening prodigiouſly, then turning 
ale as Aſhes, and trembling violently, her 
reath grew ſhorter and ſhorter; till Oreftes 
catching her in his Arms, prevented her Fall 
upon the Floor. He led her. to a Chair, 
where ſhe had ſat but few Minutes labouring, 
for Breath, by now and then a Gulp of it on- 
ly, before a Suffocation in her Throat _— 
prevented all further Reſpiration, | 
Oreſtes ſtood unmoved at her Exit ; ; his 
Breaſt being incapable of the Receipt of the 
leaſt additional Sorrow: But he muſed not long, 
ere. he proceeded to Action: For beholding the 
Body with ſome Emotion; O lovely Cornelia! 
ſaid he, thou innocent, inceſtuous Woman! 
how happily art thou diſcharged from this ſur- 
rounding Miſery ! why may not I too, ſeek the 
Peace which thou enjoyeſt ? Witneſs Heaven! 
and Earth! I have till too late been i ignorant 
of my Mother's Crimes, which as to my ſelf, 
have been attended with the blackeſt Circum- _ 
ſtances; but yet innocently, as to the grand 
* O my Children! my Children 
But this Evidence of Eleanora 8, (an he, tak- | 


ing 
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ing up the Letter) ſhall not be left behind to 


their Prejudice. Then ſnatching his Sword 


from an Hook whereon it hung, he firſt ſwal- 
lowed the Letter by Pieces, and then ſtabbed 


| himſelf, falling cloſe at the Feet of Cornelia. 


It was not many Hours, before both the 
whole Family, and all the Neighbourhood; 


were prodigiouſly alarmed at this Cataſtrophe, | 


of the moſt loving Pair, eſteemed, that ever 
lived; But the whole Affair, having been 
tranſacted without the Privity of any Perſon 


living, but my ſelf, who was the unhappy 
Witneſs of their tragical End; upon com- 


paring the Conditions they were found in, by 


the niceſt Rules of Reaſon, I ſoon paſſed it 


currently in the World, that Cornelia having 


died in her Chair ſuddenly (as indeed ſhe did) 
Oreſtes, unable to ſurvive her, had ſtabbed him- 


ſelf; and this is the current Report, at this 


Day. 
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